	[image: image1.png]American
+ Red Cross






	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	 Heartland Chapter
2912 S. 80th Ave.

Omaha, ME  68124

www.redcrossomaha.org
	[image: image2.png]NEWS RELEASE




	Contact: Danelle Schlegelmilch

  Office: (402) 343-7762
 Cell: (402)689-3683

 Schlegelmilchda@usa.redcross.org



Important changes in area Red Cross services announced
OMAHA, Neb. --The American Red Cross, Heartland Chapter, today announced important changes in support services due to declining demand and receding water levels in the area. Some of the changes take effect immediately and others will be effective after the weekend.

Following are the changes effective this afternoon:  

· The Elkhorn Middle School, Comfort Center,  3200 N. 207th, in Omaha, will close at 7 p.m. this evening. 

· Mobile feeding in Norfolk will conclude today.

Other changes over the weekend:
· The Red Cross will provide meals between noon and 2 p.m., Saturday and Sunday at the King Lake location. 

· Bulk distribution of clean-up kits, comfort kits, water and snacks at King Lake also will continue through Sunday. Clean-up kits will be available after that from the Chapter offices, located at 2912 S. 80th Ave.
Over 200 Red Cross volunteers and staff from 11 states are now working on the statewide operation in Nebraska. Client casework and damage assessment activities continue at a rapid pace, already covering a large portion of the damage areas. Mental Health support also continues across the state, addressing clients’ emotional and physical needs. More information is available by calling the Chapter at (402) 343-7700.
Help people affected by disasters like the recent flooding, by donating to the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund.  On those rare occasions when donations exceed Red Cross expenses for a specific disaster, contributions are used to prepare for and serve victims of other disasters. Your gift enables the Red Cross to prepare for disasters and provide shelter, food, emotional support and other assistance to victims of all disasters. Call 1-800-REDCROSS (1-800-733-2767) or 1-800-257-7575 (Spanish). Contributions to the Disaster Relief Fund may be sent to your local American Red Cross chapter or to the American Red Cross, P.O. Box 37243, Washington, DC 20013. Internet users can make a secure online contribution by visiting www.redcross.org.               

About the American Red Cross

The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides emotional support to survivors of disasters; supplies nearly half of the nation's blood; teaches lifesaving skills; provides international humanitarian aid; and supports military members and their families. The Red Cross is a charitable organization — not a government agency — and depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to perform its mission. For more information, please visit www.redcross.org or join our blog at http://blog.redcross.org.  
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