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Celebrate Red Cross Month this March

In 1943, President Franklin D. Roosevelt
declared March to be Red Cross Month—a
tradition that has been continued every
year, by every president since.

The Heartland Chapter of the American Red
Cross is celebrating Red Cross Month this
March by giving thanks to the thousands of
people in the Omaha Metro who have
personi! ed America’s humanitarian spirit
by donating their time, money and blood
during the last year.

“As one of the nation’s best known
humanitarian organizations, the Red Cross
has been at the forefront of helping Ameri-
cans prevent, prepare for and respond to
large and small disasters for 127 years,”
says Tina Price, CEO of the Heartland
Chapter. “Communities depend on the Red
Cross in times of need, and the Red Cross
depends on the support of the American
people to achieve its mission.”

Please join the Heartland Chapter in
celebrating Red Cross Month at the
following special events:

* 60 Minutes with the Red Cross on
March 4th: The tour starts at 6 p.m. at the
Chapter and the opportunity to take our

» Extreme Makeover: Home Edition- Red
Cross viewing party on March 22nd: We

invite you to join us at the Chapter at 7 p.m.
to watch this special episode featuring a
Red Cross advocate receiving a new home.

* The Chapter will also have a Red Cross

1-hour CPR Made Simple or Be Red Cross display at the Strategic Air and Space

Ready classes will be offered. To register for

Museum in Ashland, NE for the month of

these classes please call Erin at 343-7730. March.

To register for the tour please call Liz at

343-7760.

« Offutt Air Force Base Food Drive: Bring
food to support the Chapter's Food Pantry

to blood drives on base in March.

* Red Cross Night with Omaha Beef

Football on March 20th: The game starts at

7 p.m. at the Civic Auditorium. Red Cross

donors, volunteers and staff will be honored

at this special game.
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For more information about these events
and other Red Cross Month activities please
visit our website at: redcrossomaha.org.
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Heartland Walk for Warmth

Will you go the extra step to help those in
need this winter? The Heartland Chapter
invites you to join us at the Second Annual
Heartland Walk for Warmth on Friday,
February 20, 2009. The walk starts at 6:00
p.m. at the Heartland of America Park.

Metro utility providers OPPD, M.U.D.,
Black Hills and their customers provide
energy assistance to help these families,
the disabled and the elderly.

These programs are in great need and are
administered by the American Red Cross
Heartland Chapter, the Salvation Army
and the United Way of the Midlands.

While our community is generous in
donating to the utilities energy fund there
is still a need, and that’s why the Heartland
Walk for Warmth was organized last year.

This frosty month was chosen to
emphasize the effects of extreme weather
on those who struggle to meet their energy
needs. Every year thousands of families
and elderly neighbors in our community
struggle to heat and cool their homes.

You can make a difference by joining us at
this worthwhile event" All donations are
tax deductible. For more information visit
Heartland Walk for Warmth website at
www.heartlandwalkforwarmth.org.

«  HEARTLAND
" % WALKz WARMTH



Re#ections

by Tina Labellarte Price, CEO

Despite the gloominess of the worsening
economy and the lingering cold winter
days, | 'nd myself warmed by the glow of

a passion to help others that | see re#ected
in the faces of my colleagues here at the
Chapter each and every day.

For the past 18 months | have had the
unigue opportunity to serve alongside
some of the Inest volunteers and staff that
I have known during my 29 years of work
in Nebraska and Kansas as a nonpro!t
staffer—ten of those with the American
Red Cross.

| am so grateful, too, that our !Inancial
donors have remained with us in this
diflcult economy— inspired to make that
sacrilce by seeing our volunteers in action,
| believe. As you read this month’s
newsletter, you'll see what | am talking
about.

Many of our volunteers have shared with
me their stories of how they lived through
the Great Depression or defended our
Country during World War Il or the
Korean Contfict. | am blessed to hear their
perspective—both tough and wise, these
resilient folks remind me that the
American Red Cross has been there
through every crisis for 127 years. Need |
add that these generations are the most
loyal of Red Cross donors?

| ask you to join me in considering the
American Red Cross to be more relevant
today than ever before. Taking
responsibility for oneself and one’s
family—preparing well and carefully, is the
strategy that worked for the Greatest
Generation and it is a strategy that still
works.

| encourage you to use this challenging
economic time to assure that some
member of your household is trained in
CPR/First Aid/AED and that you have

a Family Disaster Preparedness Kit and
Plan. In this economy, where else can you
In d such a great return on such a small
investment of time and money?

Until we meet again, | am wishing you a
Prepared and Safe Spring"

First Annual Disaster Volunteer Forum

Heroes
Wanted

Do you know a hero? Someone who saved
another person’s life during the past year
or who has positively impacted the

quality of life of someone in the Omaha
Metro area? If so, the American Red
Cross Heartland Chapter invites you to
nominate them for the 2009 Heroes in
the Heartland Luncheon Awards
Ceremony.

The awards honor individuals from Burt,
Cass, Dodge, Douglas, Sarpy, Saunders
and Washington counties. Please send
us your nominations for individuals who
have performed an act of heroism
involving an unusual, signi! cant, or
unexpected incident requiring a heroic
reaction or who are deserving of being
called a “Hero” for their lifetime
commitment to exemplifying the values
of true heroism.

Nominations are open to the public and
can be made by email. Forms are
available at redcrossomaha.org or by
calling Liz Clausen at (402) 343-7760.

Youth Essay
Contest

The Heartland Chapter wants you to
tell us about someone you know who,
through an act of kindness, courage or
unsel'shness, has made a positive
impact on your life.

Students in 5th through 8th grades from
any school in Burt, Cass, Dodge, Douglas,
Sarpy, Saunders or Washington coun-
ties are invited to write about their own
“Heartland Hero”.

The Chapter selection committee will
choose !ve winners to receive $100 that
will be presented at their school in May
2009.

Essay winners, along with their parents
and heroes, will be invited to attend the
Heroes in the Heartland luncheon in
September. Learn more on our website:
redcrossomaha.org.




Volunteer Spotlight:

Mike Clark

Inspired by the 2005 hurricane season,
Mike started his volunteer work in the
Chapter's Response Call Network
assisting Katrina survivors. He worked

in the Call Center for three months and
persisted though the very last day that the
center was activated. Mike is now
Coordinator of the National Call Center
located in the Heartland Chapter.

Mike is responsible for training and staff-
ing volunteer call agents, staying updated
on national disaster events and, in general,
keeping the Call Center in working order.
“The Call Center is my priority, it's my
baby,” says Mike with a passion that can’t
help but be admired.

Mike also trained to be a Disaster Action
Team (DAT) member in 2005 and
estimates that he has responded to at least
180 calls, mostly !res.

Mike also works with Mass Care, Shelter
Operations and Client Casework. He also
served a national deployment assignment
when Hurricane Ernesto hit Florida in
August 2006.

“There’s a place for everyone,” Mike says.
“Whether you're a DAT member, a nurse,
or even a fork lift driver, there’s a way to

get involved with the Red Cross and make
a difference.”

Mike respects the trust and camaraderie
that develops over time with other disaster
volunteers and chapter staff. “This is kind
of like my home away from home.” His
other home is serving the military as a
member of the Coast Guard Auxiliary.

At the age of 22, Mike has received two
honors from the Red Cross but he’s not
certain what they were for. “Doesn’t
matter,” he says. “Don’t get me wrong. |
appreciate the honors, but it's the work |
do that makes a difference™

Lori Reidler was tending to about 100
animals at the Town and Country Humane
Society in Papillion when her home, also on
the property, was suddenly on !re.
Engulfed by #ames from a water heater
explosion, Lori's life signi! cantly changed
on that afternoon in December 2008. Her
business was saved; her home was
destroyed.

“I'm so grateful for the Red Cross and the
wonderful representatives that helped us
after our home burned,” Reidler said.
“Having the Red Cross there that day was a
huge bonus. | can’t remember their names,
but I will never forget their faces.”

In a sense, the Red Cross parallels Reidler’s
business that boards animals and takes care
of their needs; even the lost and unwanted.
“They helped take away my worry of
immediate needs following the ! re: a place
to stay, food, clothing and other

essentials.”

Omaha Youth to
Receive Red Cross
Certilcate of Merit

On February 16, 2008, Matthew
Reinhart, 13, and his grandfather
were working in the garden when his
grandfather collapsed with no signs of
life. Matthew, trained in American Red
Cross CPR, called 9-1-1 and initiated
CPR until EMS arrived to take over.
Without a doubt, the skills Matthew
learned in the Red Cross course
contributed to sustaining his
grandfather’s life.

For this heroic act, Matthew will be
awarded the American Red Cross the
Certilcate of Merit at a special
ceremony at the Heartland Chapter on
March 4th, 2009.

The Merit Award is the highest award
given by the American Red Cross to an
individual who saves or sustains a life
by using skills and knowledge learned in
a Red Cross Health and Safety course.
Matthew’s actions exemplify the highest
degree of concern of one human being
for another who is in distress, and this
distinctive award celebrates just that.

The certilcate Matthew will receive
bears the signature of President Bush,
who was an honorary chairman of the
American Red Cross, and the signature
of American Red Cross President Gail
McGovern. Matthew will also be
presented with a special Merit Award
metal and lapel pin.




Red Cross Opens New Building

Our Red Cross friends at the Loess Hills
Chapter in Council Bluffs celebrated the
opening of their new $5 million building
this fall.

The Charles E. Lakin Human Services
Campus is the culmination of a
collaboration among the American Red
Cross, Boys & Girls Clubs, Heartland Family
Service, MICAH House and the Salvation
Army.

The campus consists of !ve buildings, and
includes a supportive housing facility for
homeless families, a gymnasium, a
commercial kitchen and dining area,
classrooms, meeting rooms and
playgrounds.

In December 2005, Charles E. Lakin
publicly pledged a $10 million gift to get

the project off the ground. His donation is
believed to be the largest gift ever made to-
ward a human services need in the Omaha/
Council Bluffs area. A year later, Lakin
pledged an additional $2 million dollars.

“l want to help people, particularly young
people and families,” Charles Lakin says
when asked of his generosity.

“Families are important, and at the
campus you'll notice that on the west
side of the donor’s circle, we've de-
picted my family because I'm proud
to share this facility with generations
to come.” -Charles Lakin

The lowa West Foundation followed with
an $8 million contribution. “The lowa West
Foundation’s role in supporting the Lakin
Human Services Campus was more than a
funding role,” says Deborah Neary,
Heartland Chapter Deputy Director (who
was Loess Hills Executive during the
creation of the Lakin Campus).

“Early on the foundation

facilitated exploration of the benelts and
costs of collaboration. The result is truly
remarkable and a model for other
communities.”

Over $34 million was secured to make
construction of the facility a reality . In
addition to Lakin’s gift, the following donors
made notable donations:

LEADER ($8 million +)
lowa West Foundation

BUILDERS ($1 million +)

Anonymous Donor

Anonymous Donor

Mary Howlett-Nichols

lowa Finance Authority

Peter Kiewit Foundation

The Lozier Foundation

Midwest Housing Equity Group, In c.
H.H. “Red” & Ruth Nelson Foundatio n
William & Ruth Scott Family Founda tion

PRODUCERS ($100,000 +)
Ameristar Casino Hotel
ConAgra Foods Foundation
Gallner Family

Harrah’s Foundation

The Hawks Foundation
Kiewit Companies Foundation
John & Wende Kotouc
Mutual of Omaha Foundation
Walter & Sue Scott
Southwest lowa Foundation
Kenneth & Ann Stinson

The Sunderland Foundation

Being part of the campus has already made
a signi!cant difference in being able to
reach more people. “In just three months
the chapter had more than three times the
amount of donors make blood donations at
that site than ever before,” says Rob
Waterhouse, Chapter Executive at he Loess
Hills Chapter.

With expanded classroom and training
room space, the chapter has also seea 92%
increase in Health and Safety certi! cations
during the Irst quarter.




Youth Council
Wins National

In Honor of and Memorial Gifts

In Honor Of Gifts

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Buras
Wayne and Louise Graham

Celia Crewe
Wayne and Louise Graham

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Cullinane
Wayne and Louise Graham

Charlie Diers
Rutledge and Associates

Chuck Diers
Rutledge and Associates

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Drew
Wayne and Louise Graham

Mr. Matt Gart and Ms. Lisa Yagle
& Family
Wayne and Louise Graham

John Gast
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Hernon

Steve Gentle
Dr. Frances C. Moore

John Glasgow
Ms. Heather Glasgow

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Kennedy
Mr. and Mrs. David Sickel

In Memory Of Gifts

Virginia Andersen
Mr. LaVerne J. Andersen

Greg, Gloria, Jim and
Cheryl Asbury
Mrs. Joan B. Asbury

Esther Becker
Mrs. Beverly A. Goshorn

Myrtle Cox
Dr. and Mrs. Dan L. Wilcox

Delma Davidson
Mr. Lloyd Pendleton, Jr.

Wayne Drey
Mrs. Shirley J. Drey

Subby Floridia
Ms. Nellie Floridia

Grey
Mrs. Virginia A. Pinker

Paul Harvat

Mr. and Mrs. Hal Daub
Mrs. Dorothy I. Harvat
Mrs. Mary C. Wisdom and
Mr. Michael J. Wisdom

Kris at Scissori’s Hair Salon
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie H. Bailen

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Leahy
Wayne and Louise Graham

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Martin
Wayne and Louise Graham

Susan and Jerry Nilsson-Weiskott
Mr. and Mrs. Fred W. Juhl

Mr. & Mrs. Chuck O’Grady
Mr. and Mrs. David Sickel

Erik Pedersen in memory of
his Mom
MTC Technologies Corp.

Tina Price
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Neary

Tina Price
Thomas and Phyllis Labellarte

Gary and Tina Price
Ken and Nichole Heinz

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Souba
Wayne and Louise Graham

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Taft
Mr. and Mrs. David Sickel

John Hendriks
Dr. and Mrs. Adam E. Zoucha

Janet Hutchinson
Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. O'Connell

Ardith Jackman
Ms. Monica Williams

Robert Jensen

Ms. Christine M. Jensen

Ms. Donna L. Jensen

Ms. Ruth E. Jensen

Mr. and Mrs. David L. Reeves

Peggy Johnson
Ms. Raedeen McGowan
Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Richter

Jim Kelly 11l
Mr. and Mrs. Aage W. Jensen

Robert Krist
Mrs. Virginia M. Krist

Gerald Kruntorad
Mr. Jimmy E. Rogers

Jeanne Legg
Mr. Kenneth A. Legg

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Taft
Mr. and Mrs. David Sickel

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Terhune
Mr. and Mrs. George Wilson

US Armed Forces
Mr. Marvin A. Holst

Zoe Vann
Ms. Kathleen V. Meyerson

Fred Wilson
Percival Community Church

Suzane Winkler
Mrs. Valerie J. Stoj

Mr. and Mrs. William Yagle
Wayne and Louise Graham

Her family
Mrs. Vicki A. Simons

Her two sons
Mrs. Thelma G. Dunn-Howard

Dean B. Marquardt
Mrs. Suzane Winkler

William (Bill) A. Nelson
Dr. and Mrs. George J. Allison

His wife and Antonia, Dorthea
and Emmanuel
Mr. Jim Panourakis

Lloyd Pendleton Sr.
Mr. Lloyd Pendleton, Jr.

Eric M. Petersen

Ms. Elaine Petersen

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Petersen
Ms. Jeri A. Petersen

Mr. Steven D. Petersen

Mary Lou Pratt
Dr. Peyton T. Pratt

Ervin Ruffner
Robert & Leona Ruhge

Milton Schwartz
Mr. and Mrs. Gary M. Rifkin

Andew and Clara Sobczyk
Miss Grace Sobczyk

Marilyn Wilson
Mr. George M. Wilson

Visit redcrossomaha.org
the 2008 Annual Report and
2008 Disaster Report to the Community

to view

Recognition




Spend 60 minutes with
the Red Cross this Spring

Sixty Minutes with the Red Cross is a free, one hour,
comprehensive presentation detailing what your Red
Cross does and how you can make a difference.

Upcoming Presentations
Wednesday, March 4, 2009- 6:00 p.m.
Monday, April 27, 2009- 4:30 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 28, 2009- 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2009- 8:30 a.m.

The tours take place at the Heartland Chapter
which is located at 2912 S. 80th Ave. in Omaha.
Registration is going on now, call Liz Clausen at
402-343-7760 or email clausenl@usa.redcross.org
for more info.

The Red Cross is going !

Join us by receiving this newsletter electronically.
Please send an e-mail with your current mailing
address to schlegelmilchda@usa.redcross.org and
help us save some trees.

Did You Know:  You can shop online at our store,
learn how to prepare for disasters, register for life-
saving classes and get the latest Red Cross news o
our website? Visit us at: redcrossomaha.org

2912 S 80th Ave Omaha, NE 68124
www.redcrossomaha.org
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